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An Efpegial Court held on the Feaſt of Saint 


Michael the Archangel {that is eo ay) Fri 
day the 29th Day of September 175 2. And 
in the 26th Year of the Reign of King 
George the Second of Great Britain &c. 


II is order'd that the Thanks of this Court 

be given to the Reverend Mr. Romax, 
Chaplain to the Right Honourable the Lord 
Mayor, for lis Sermon preached this Day be- 
fore this Caurt and the Liveries of the ſeveral 


Companies of this City, at the Pariſh Church 


of Saint Lawrence Jewry, before the Election 

of a Lord Mayor of this City for the Year en- 

__ And that he be defwed to print the 
e. ZN EE TD 


Rr. 


Right Hon. ROBERT ALSO, Eſq; 
LORD MAYOR, 


And the Worſhipful the Court of Aldermen 
of the City of London, 


THIS SERMON 
Publiſh'd at their Requeſt 
ls, with the greateſt Reſpedt, dedicated, 


by their moſt obedient and moſt oblig'd 


bumble Servant 


WILLIAM ROMAN, 


* 


* 
* 


— 


— 


% * 0 0 * 
iy TTY 0 
9344 Sd 4 a% 


* 


4 


% 


: -——» v . 
$ * 
[| EDS 
* 4 
Wy, off 
iu. — 
» 
| TG 
- Lb * 
—. Po * 
23 — 
ww; . 
89830 
—— 
* 
4. 3 
W — 
” — 
80 
U p #"'% 
** I 
? / -\ 
& * ww 
* 8 
CY ke 
* — - = 
8 OY * ! 
6 - 
: * . 
* 
— , - 
* 1 — 82 = 
4.4 
. IJ I 
— 1 
a 8 
„ * 
. — 
WY 4 2 [IO . 
© — 
1 d.. * 1 
£ A 44 *, n % T} 
hn #546 4 
* * \ 
: 3 oft (.\J 
» — j 
—.— % & C3 
- 
— 4 5 2 . 
iS * 
&. 2 12 
yy > 
oa” * * 
3 ' RY 2 
— o N * 
19 5 3 
=, m o 
. a - ws 
* | * 
* = 


— — 


5 — 9 


_ - - 8 — — — OOO OI oo OOO > om * 


* 


—ͤ —— QW 


” 


8 8 


* N 


88 S8 I 


Sa 
Fe eee eee 


1 1 8 


St. Marr v. 16. 


Let Ra) Light 2 ſhine before. 1 en, that 
they may ſee your good Works, and glorify 
DI” Father which is in Heaven. 


{HESE Words are * 1 our Sa- 


viour's Sermon upon the Mount, 
and ſeem indeed more immedi- 
SE ately directed to his Apoſtles; 
who were © 70 go and teach all Wati- 
cu, and to ſhine Eo as bri ght Examples, 
to direct the Reſt of Mankind in the Ways 
of Salvation. But, as, on another Occaſion, 
he ſaid, *. What I ſay unto You, T /ay 
ce ante all 5 80, in this Paſſage, the Words 
may juſtly be ſuppoſed as not only appli- 
cable to Them, but to be laid down as a 
Command -equally to be obſerved by Al 


Thoſe, Who, at any Time act under God's 


* Mat. vii. 19. 8 + Mark xii. 37. 


Au- 


(2) 
Authority); * 7/hether They be Kings at 
ce ſupreme, or Governors, as they that are ſent 
« by him for the Puniſhment of Evil Doers, 
&« and for the Praiſe of them that do well.” 
They will therefore, I preſume, afford us 
very proper Matter for our preſent Conſide- 
ration. „„ 


Bur, before I proceed: It may not be 
amiſs, by the Way, to clear the Text of an 
Objection of it's oth a /ceming Contradic- 
tion to the Words of our Saviour in the Be- 
ginning of the next Chapter, and in the 
ſame Divine Diſcourſe on the Mount; where 
it is ſaid, + Take Heed that you do not 
&« your Alms before Men, to be. ſeen of 
“them; Sqaund not a Trumpet before Thee, 
ce as the Hypocritet do: Let not thy Left 
« Hand know, what thy Right Hand doeth, 
e when Thou doeft thine Alms : Pray not 
« Randing in the Streets : &c.”” by obſerv- 
ing, that there is a wide Difference, as 
much as between A&ive and Paſſive, be- 

* Pet. id 13. I Matt. vi. 2, 2 Y Ge. 


(3) 
tween the Words in the Ori riginal, one Paſ- 
bab importing that They, Rc is, Men 
ay ſee, in order to promote the Glory of 
God. Ahe other im , that, They 
_ themſelves + may he ſeen, that i Ki gazed: at, 
and admired by Men, in Order to advance 
their Owx Glory. The Precept then, here 
given, of letting the Public /ze our Good 
Actions, is by no Means a Contradiction 
to thoſe ſeemingly different Expreſſions of 
our Saviour, where He takes Occaſion on- 
ly to reprove the Vain Oſtentation of Thoſe 
Hypocrites, whoſe chief Marius to the do- 
ing of any Thing that was Good, was, — 
they might be taken Notice of, and, poin 
ed at, and marked out, as better Men _ 
their Neighbours; and fo thereby gain Cre- 
dit, and A pplauſe, and Admiration to their 
om Perſens, God's Glory, or, the Good of 
| Mankind being quite out of the Queſtion, 
and the leaſt i in their e 


* Matt, 1 15 rue 1 9 | 
1 Matt vi. 1. , ger 7 70 gabs. 


B 2 HAvING 


(4) 

Having premis'd thus much . to ſhew- the 
true Meaning of the Words, by reconciling 
Them with the other ſeemingly — 
Paſſages: I ſhall proceed to ſhew the Excel- 
lency of Good Works, and their being ſeen of 
dg under ſuch ſeveral Views and Conſidera- 
tions, as may beſt anſwer the purpoſe. of the 
preſent Meeting together of this Honourable 
Aſſembly. And, in order thereto, I ſhall 
conſider the Words of the Text as lg 
the zwo in nien. 10 


iner, That, the Lives an Aftions of Men 
of Eminence, and in Authority, of whatſoever. 
Degree, (which is here ut by the Me- 
taphor Light) will be look d on, will be 
ſcann'd, and will be imitated by Thoſe below 
Them: And, Their Light, tho! a. malignant 
One, will ſbine; and dare I 8 mn tho: 
a bad One. | 1 Hard 


SECONDLY, T 8 PL 18 5 75 " 
Such Men ought to take an eſpecial Cure, 


that their Lives, and Actions, Fr: 2 
q an 


65) 
and Examples be ſuch, as may redound to 
the Good of Men, and conſequently to the 
Honour of God: That is, in the Words of 
the Text, that Their Lights may So ſhine 
before Men, that They may ſee their good 
Works, and glorify their Pater which . is in 


He, eaben. 


Figs: then, q am to * : That, the 
Lives and Actions of Men of Eminence and in 
Authority, of whatſoever Degree, (which is 
here expreſſed by the Metaphor Light} will 
be looked an, will be ſcanned, and will be 
imitated by Thoſe below Thea's And. their 
Light, tho' a malignant One, will ſhine, and 
have Its lende tho a bad One. 


Tas firſt Queſtion: oh mum occurs 
by the Minds of Men who are to be directed. 
and led by Others, will be, 7/ho made thee 
4 Ruler — a Fudge ?: or, + by what Au- 
thority doeff thou" theſe: Things s and Who 
D. Dee this nn ? "They will not 


11 Adds vii. 27. | + Mark xi, 28. * 


(06) CD 
be reduced to Subjection, and brought 
quietly to obey, till they are in ſome Meaſure 
fatished in this Point, and, when that is once 
done, and they are convinced of the Au- 
thority and Merits of their Governors, They 
are, tho perhaps not ſufficiently attentive to 
their Precepts, yet ready enough to*follow 
their Examples. In ſhort, the Bulk of Man- 
kind ſeem not very capable of Deductions from 
Reaſon, or, at leaſt, too indolent to give 
Themſelves the Trouble to examine by [7s 
Rules what is right and what is wrong: 
Before what they hear, can produce any 
Effect, it muſt be conſidered and digeſted, 
and therefore will be a Matter of Trouble. 
They chuſe rather to wl by fight. The 
Eye is a Member the quickeſt of Senſe, the 
eaſieſt entertain'd, and readieſt to obſerve 
(where Light is not wanting) any Objects that 
ſtrike upon It. This may be One Reaſon 
why the Generality of Mankind are fo apt to 
be captivated with empty Shew, falſe Splen- 
dor and Blaze. And if they can defend. 
Themſelves by the Eminence and Authority 

55 of 


(7) 

of thoſe that lead the Way, they then pro- 
ceed without Fear, and borrow a fancied Se- 
curity from their following the Steps of thoſe 
that go before them. He ence,” Authority is 
that which guides Men even in Actions where 
it is not directly concern d. This is a Defer- 
ence which is always paid to the Opinions, 
and more eſpecially to the Practices of Men 
of Power and Eminence of "whatſoever De- 
gree. Let the Man then, whoſe Buſineſs it is 
to judge and direct and condemm Others, be- 
ware how He becpmes inoxcu/able by bing 
the ſams Things, urid in condemning: Others, 
condemn Himſelf ; and, which is worſe, at 
the ſame Time loſe All the Good Effects, tho 
not the bad Ones, which his Authority might 
produce. For the true and uſeful Spirit o 
Power is broken and gone, and Its . 
of no farther Uſe than to create Obſtinacy in 
the Offender, and furniſh out a Precedent, 
and Prederiptign for Wickedneſs, when, ac: 
cording to the Satyriſt, the reprov'd Liber- 
tine can retort” as is Cenſurer "ar A 


* Rom. ii. I, 


Cata- 


o 
* r r 


199 
* Catalina Cethegum 9 or when, in plain En- 
gliſh, the Criminal can return, even ſo much 
as in Thought, upon Him that fitterh on the 
Seat of Tultice why ſo ſevere upon Me, and 
r Such Men's Light 
then, that is, their Lives and Actions will 
be an unhappy Guidance to, will be imi- 
tated, and will be followed by Thoſe below 
Them-.- If therefore, hat Light - which is. 
in them be a Malignant one, how fatal is 
like to be it's Influence? It will prove as an 
Ignis fatuus to lead out of the Way into 
to and into the Pit, - inſtead of di- 
recting in the right Way; it will ſhine as 
— or tlie Dog Star, with the unhappy 
Power of bringing Malignant Diſtempers 
and Diſeaſes on Men, rather than as the 
1 Sun with healing in hit Wings, or as 
+ the Day Spring, from on bigb, to enligbi- 
en, their Paths, and guide Bei Ws into 
the Way of Peace. 592 


i. Sat. 2. ha | , "SLICES. 
ple e L. 


| SRE 


(9) 

SEEING therefore chat theſe Things are 
WE 

Sucn Men ou ght to take: an eſpecial Gare; 
that their Lives and Actions, their Precepts 
and Examples be ſuch, as may redound to 
the Good of Men, and conſequently to the 
Honour of God: That is, in the Words of the 
Text, that their Lights may So ſhine before 
Y Men, that They. may ſee their good Works, 
« and gerd their Father which is 77 . eaven. 2 


N ow, as All Bodies, which have any 
Proportion or Degree of Light or Brightneſs 
in them, cannot but ſcatter abroad their Rays 
and diffu ſe their Light around them, and 
all other Bodies within their Sphere will, tho”. 
at a Diſtance, yet, in Proportion to their 
Diſtance and the Force of thoſe Bodies that 
act upon Them, be affected and intluenc'd 
by Them : So, 4 Good Example, in a Reli- 
gious Senſe, is as a Light ſbining in a dark 
Place, a Light to lighten the reſt of Mankind, 
'tis as T 4 Lantern unto their Peet and a 
Light unto their Paths, and thus does the 


* 2 Pet. i. 19. + Pf, cxix, 105. 


Apoſtle 


610) 
Apoſtle writing to the Pb;l. ii. 1 g. uſe the 
ſame Word, when he exhorts them 79. be 
blameleſs and barml; ſs in the Midft of à crooled 
and perverſe Generation, among whom he tell: 
them, that they ſbone as Lights in the World, 
and Our Saviour, after repreſenting to his 
Diſciples, and thro' them to all Governors 


and Teachers the Impoſlibility of their AQi- 
ons not being obſerv d and follow'd, by the 
Similitude-of a City  feunted upon an 
Hill, which cou d not be hi „and the I mproba- 
bility- thereof by that of a lighted Candle put 
under a Buſpel, which is an Abſurdity even 
to ſuppoſe, adds immediately in the follow 
ing Words, and thoſe of the Text, Let your 
Lighe Sg pine before Men, that the may 
Eee r goed Works &c. that is, Let the ex- 
emplary P Conduct of Men of Eminence, 
and the Effects of the Religion they profeſs, 
be fo laid open before Men, as may convince: 
them of the Zone// of their Hearts, and that 
they are in carneft themſelves in what they 
Greg and recommend to others, and fo prove 
the r Occaſion, while * behold their 


*Matt, V. = 15. 


"= 


(9 
good Converſation. and wiſe ; of 
inducing Them to leave the dark Paths of 
Vice, and follow thoſe where tlie Virtue of 
their Superiors affords Them Light. And in- 
deed, what may not Men that are under Au- 
thority, with very good Reaſon look for from 
thoſe that are ſet over Them? May they not 
juſtly expect in Such, alem to direct, I ntth- 


fulneſs to, preſerve, Trogyity and Tdepend 


vere, above the mean 1 
either the Hopes of Advantage; or the Fears of 
the Contrary ? Will they not look for duch Men 

as as* fear God, Menof Truth, hatin g Covetouſneſs, 
which is the Chariater of thoſe 7 Mofes is 
adviſed in the Book of Exodus to ſet over bes 
People of I/aeh Surb Men are in their 


place when ſetupon high, and under Sach good 
Laws (wkich we know, are but a dead 4 


without it) 2 de put in Execution, and are 
in no Danger of being perverted, 4s the 

be, by Therm unfat 0 BY 
to the Means of Crueky and Oppreſfion. U 
der Such the Poor and Innocent will no more 
deſpair of Juſtice, than the Guilty, tho” Great, 
will i even to hope for Pardon. In 4 


* Exod. xvi 21. C 2 Word, 


( T2 ) 
Word, inſpirited by the Example, and en- 
couraged by the Authority of Sch. Men, 
every good Work, every Thing that is com- 
mendable and praiſe-worthy will not fail to 
flouriſh and abound, 70 the Diſcouragement of 
WWickedneſs and Vice, and the Maintenance of 
true Religion and Virtue. Let the Infidel and 
empty Scoffer at Religion look up and admire 
ſuch bright Examples, and let Him own that 
the Throne is ęſtabli iſhed by Righteouſneſs, and 
the Magiſtracy maintain'd by adminiſtring 
true Judgment, and that Sin is a n to 
any Peaple. | 2 


Ap, if It be allowed; as ee 
it muſt, that the Chriſtian: Religion 
is the beſt ad apted for the Ends and Pre- 
ſervation of Civil Government, That will 
naturally lead Us to conſider, how truly 
it's Precepts, and how ſtrictly it's Doc- 
trines are obſerved by the Generality of 
Mankind. How then is the Lord their God 
worſhipped among them?. How is his Name 
hallowed? How are his Sabbaths kept, or, 
rather, how are they broken? Is not our 


Prov. xiv. 34. Sunday 


693) 
Sunday become more like | unto, an Hea- 
then Feſtival, than a Chriſtian Sabbath ſa- 
cred to the Memory of our Creation and Re- 
demption And to go through the whole 
Decalogue, what Diſobedience to Parents ? 
What Murders? What Whoredoms and Adul- 
teries? What Covetin gs. and Cravin gs after 
other Men's Goods do We daily hear of? E- 
nough, - one would think to —— Men ſick 
of ſuch Abominations| But, This is but too 
ſurely the Caſe: Drink, Diverſion and De- 
bauchery in ſome Mea — divide the Land. 
How ſtuffed: and crowded are the Houſes of 
Baal, whilſt the Temples of the true God are 
ina Manner deſerted | And if this be not al- 
3 Ms hat ſpall. be: in* the End thereof £ 9 
And — {ball it be altered ?—why et not 


the Sword be born in-vain.---All Eccleſraſtical 


Cenſure we know, is either become a By-word, 
and laughed to from. or looked upon and cri- 
ed out againſt as Spiritual Tyranny or Popiſh 
Prieſt Riding. The ſole Power then being tranſ- 
lated to the Civil Arm, let it not ſleep, let it 
not be neglected. But let our Governors and 
danse from the Leaſt to the Great- 


* Jer. v. 31. \ eſt, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


o 

? 

1 

= - 
1 * 
* o 
S 
1 
1 
, 


af * 5 1 2 " < 
» ew 4 1 
S „„ r 49 „ _—— as — 


. r 
Ihe — — * — 


1 
1 
* 
; 
: 
4 
= 
J 

' 

: 


adapted almoſt to every 


(14) 
eſt, be careful ' and diligent” (for to This 


were they appointed) in the Execution ef 


our Good and whoHome Laws, which are 
ty Malady and Miſ- 
chief: Let them be zealous for the Lord 
of Hofs, that his Sabbaths be not broken 
and polluted; Let them be jealous of the 
Honour of his Name, chat it be not deſiled 
and abuſed. In ſhort, let all Wickedneſs meet 
with it's due Diſcouragement, and let the Ex: 


ample of the better Sort, as we call Therm, 
ta good Example more powerful than every 
Reſtraint Let that be added by Thoſe of 
Eminence, and in Authority: 5 ſhall their 
10 and 


Lives and Actiont, their Prerep 

cumple * ſhine forth before Men, that they 
40 e their good Works, 1m — giorify pu 
* * Father Nee ic in Heaven 


Tue we ſte the Neceſſity 150 Bxeellen- 


cy of Good Works being manifeſted in e 
ka by ugg att bir 


Ber: before F conclude” this Diſcourſe: 


F ſhall beg kave to make a fhort Refledti- 


1 Kinpy Ak. 14. on 


9 3 1 
on or two neceſſarily ME from what 
has been hate advanced. 


Aub. now, if the Happineſs oa "Com 
munity: has ſo great a dance, as it 
doubtleſs has, upen the Liver and Actions, 
the Precepts and Examples of Thoſe who 
are ſet over it; How noble is the Employ, 
how lovely is the Character of thoſe = 
being Dated on high, and ſet above their 
Brethren, have a Will and gteadineſs equal 
to their Power and Opportunity of extending 
this ſo univerſal a Benefit to the gun 
a of Mankind | 14115 


Ir che Satisfaction atifing. 8 che Gon« 
ciouneſs of having done one good Action 
is o great, that it will give that ſubſtanti- 
a Joy, which none but Minds diſpoſed to 
Goodneſs can concrive: How ſublimated 
and im muſt that Satisfuction be, 
which they enjoy, who extenſrrely diffuſe 
the good Effects of this happ V Dip. 
on A this great M. * "0 this Gity 
b upon an Hil, to _ Actions all infe- 
: { rior 
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into his ou Bre 
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ways bes Our Wan rr nol 120 infinite 


| ( 16 9 
rior Cities and Towns look up and give great 
Heed; and which whole Multitudes do es, 


and muſt rejoice in the u of them! Y 


Te. «© 


No OW. as whe Exquiſitenek 4F this! nn ex- 


Boy Satisfaction is better felt: than deſcrib- 


„I ſhall in this Place wave any farther At- 
ED of that ys as well: knowing that 
the preſent wor ;ftrate need but look 
ak e to be Len ſurely convinc- 
ed of it. I ſhall” therefore only add, that 
thoſe, who have not as yet had eber 
of making the ſame Experiment, will, I hope, 
whenever they arrive at that high Feation 
learn from the Good Example now before 
them to do likewiſe, that is, to act as Men of 
Truth hating Cavetouſneſs, carrying the Fear 
of God only before their Eyes, Free 
and Independant, having nothing to aſt of 
thoſe above them, and nothing to fear from 
thoſe: below them: - | And; that fuch may al- 


